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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WILLIAM CHAPMAN BYLINER WASHINGTON 
POST WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29, HEADED "'48 STATE DEPT. ROLE 

ON MIDEAST FAULTED." 

2. HIGH STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS REPEATEDLY ATTEMPTED TO 
UNDERMINE PRESIDENT TRUMAN S POLICY ON THE MIDDLE EAST IN 
AN EFFORT TO BLOCK THE PARTITIONING OF PALESTINE AND THE 
CREATION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL, ONE OF TRUMAN'S TOP 
ADVISERS CHARGED YESTERDAY. 

3. CLARK M. CLIFFORD, NOW A WASHINGTON LAWYER, REOPENED A 
28-YEAR-OLD INTERNAL ARGUMENT IN A SPEECH ALLEGING THAT THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT DISOBEYED WHITE HOUSE INSTRUCTIONS IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO AVERT THE PARTITIONING THAT LED TO THE JEWISH 
STATE. 
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4. ACCORDING TO CLIFFORD, TRUMAN ONCE SAID THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT'S BEHAVIOR COUNTERMANDED HIS EXPRESS PROMISES 
TO SUPPORT PARTITIONING OF PALESTINE. "THEY HAVE MADE ME 
OUT A LIAR AND A DOUBLE-CROSSER," CLIFFORD QUOTES TRUMAN 
AS HAVING SAID. "WE ARE SUNK." 
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5. CLIFFORD DELIVERED HIS VERSION OF EVENTS IN 1948 IN A 
PAPER AT THE ANNUAL MEETING HERE OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION. HE DESCRIBED IT AS IN PART A RESPONSE TO 

SOME "REVISIONIST HISTORIANS" WHO HAVE CHARGED THAT TRUMAN 
CATERED TO AMERICAN JEWISH INTERESTS AS A POLITICAL PLOY 
IN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF 1948. 

6. "PRESIDENT TRUMAN WAS DEEPLY INCENSED AT WHAT HE 
CONSIDERED TO BE THE CONSISTENT ATTITUDE OF OBSTRUCTIONISM 
ON THE PART OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO HIS POLICY 
TOWARD PALESTINE," CLIFFORD SAID. "HE WAS ANGERED EVEN 
MORE AT THE INNUENDOS AND ULTIMATELY THE SPECIFIC CHARGE 
BY THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE ONLY REASON FOR THE PRESIDENT S 
POSITION WAS HIS EFFORT TO CURRY FAVOR WITH THE JEWISH 
VOTE IN THIS COUNTRY." 

7. AT ONE POINT, THE STATE DEPARTMENT, WITHOUT TRUMAN'S 
KNOWLEDGE, ATTEMPTED TO REVISE A PARTITIONING PLAN BEING 
CONSIDERED IN A UNITED NATIONS COMMITTEE BY ELIMINATING 
THE NEGEV DESERT FROM THE JEWISH SECTION. TRUMAN FOUND 
OUT ABOUT IT, AND COUNTERMANDED IT, ONLY AFTER BEING 
PRIVATELY ADVISED BY A ZIONIST LEADER, CHAIM WEIZMANN, 
CLIFFORD SAID. 

8. TO DISCOURAGE U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE JEWISH CASE, 

CLIFFORD ADDED, SOME STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS CIRCULATED 
CLAIMS THAT JEWS IN PALESTINE WERE COMMUNIST AGENTS. HE 
QUOTED A MEMO FROM ONE STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL WHO 
ARGUED THAT "JEWISH IMMIGRATION MAY BE USED BY THE U.S.S.R. 
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AS A MEANS OF ESTABLISHING A COMMUNIST STATE AT THE 
EASTERN EXTREMITY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN." 

9. CLIFFORD SAID THE "UNPROVED WARNING" WAS INTENDED 
TO JUSTIFY A CONTINUED BRITISH BLOCKADE AGAINST JEWISH 
IMMIGRANTS HOPING TO SETTLE IN PALESTINE AT A TIME WHEN 
TRUMAN WAS ATTEMPTING TO OPEN UP ONE PORT TO JEWISH IMMI- 
GRANTS. 

10. IN MARCH, 1948, U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
WARREN AUSTIN RECOMMENDED IN A SECURITY COUNCIL SPEECH THAT 
TALKS ON A PARTITIONED PALESTINE BE SUSPENDED AND THAT THE 
UNITED NATIONS CONSIDER A TRUSTEESHIP PROPOSAL INSTEAD. 

THIS CONTRADICTED TRUMAN'S ESPOUSAL OF PARTITIONING, 

CLIFFORD SAID. HE SAID THAT AUSTIN S SPEECH HAD BEEN 
DRAFTED WITHIN THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S OFFICE OF NEAR 
EASTERN AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS. 
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1 1 . "TO THIS DAY, I REMEMBER THE BEWILDERMENT AND CON 
STERNATION THAT WERE EVOKED BY THE TRUSTEESHIP SPEECH,” 

CLIFFORD SAID. "THE PRESIDENT INSTRUCTED ME TO FIND 
OUT HOW THIS COULD HAVE HAPPENED.' AS HE SAID: T 
ASSURED CHAIM WEIZMANN THAT WE WERE FOR PARTITION AND 
WOULD STICK TO IT. HE MUST THINK I AM A PLAIN LIAR."' 

12. CLIFFORD SAID HE DISCOVERED THAT BOTH SECRETARY OF 
STATE GEORGE C. MARSHALL AND UNDER SECRETARY ROBERT 
LOVETT "HAD KNOWN IN ADVANCE OF THE DE FACTO REVERSAL 
OF THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY. 

13. "PRESIDENT TRUMAN WAS SIMPLY CONFOUNDED. HE FELT HE 
COULD NOT REPUDIATE HIS OWN SECRETARY OF STATE WITHOUT 
APPEARING TO HAVE LOST ALL CONTROL OF UNITED STATES 
FOREIGN POLICY. YET HE WAS ENTIRELY UNWILLING TO REVERSE 
HIS LONG-STANDING COMMITMENT TO PARTITION." (END TEXT) 
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